INTRODUCTION 


The question of "The good" and the reasons for every value statements have been a 
challenging issue in ethics, such that there are wide-ranging views about it and different people 
have their various perception of it. Whatever is the case, the concept "Good" is diverse. It is 
diverse in the sense that what it connotes to the individual might not be the same to the 
community at large. Still on the same idea. Rev. Fr. Dr. Stan Chukwube CSSp has this to say on 
the functional meaning of the word "Good"; "an act is thus good because it serves an end or a 
goal". 1 

However, in undertaking this work, I obtained ideas from a number of individuals from my 
place and below is the report of my discussions with them as regards the concept of good 
among my people. Nevertheless, this work attempts to undertake a critical study of the 
conception of the good among my people. 


THE CONCEPTION OF "THE GOOD" AMONG MY PEOPLE 

Ihiala is a town in Ihiala L.G.A. of Anambra state. Like every other African people, morality is 
highly prized in Ihiala. In the light of the above, the people of Ihiala have standards (i.e. moral 
norms) for measuring and declaring an act good or evil. 

According to Mazi Gilbert Azubike, when a person is said to be good in Ihiala milieu, it 
implies that the person in question should be fulfilled and being fulfilled in Ihiala traditional 
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setting implies that he should be a titled man and titled men are known to be truth tellers, this 


can be likened to the name "nze" which literally means izere asi no ajo ihe. Also, for one to be 
fulfilled, he should have a satisfactory moral reputation and should not partake in any 
conspiracy. Mazi Gilbert further asserts that a good son of Ihiala should also have a vigorous 
devotion to his fatherland and should have the interest of the community in heart. Such a son, 
he ascribes to be patriotic. 

In lending weight to his above ideas, he opines that being fulfilled in a typical Ihiala 
background involves being initiated in the Mmanwu (ada-ukwu). Consequently, the uninitiated 
(ogbodu) are being regarded as minors. In the same line of thought, for a woman to be ascribed 
as a good woman, she should possess nice character. This can vividly be observed in an Igbo 
adage which says "ezigbo agwa bu mmo nwanyi" 

In the course of my discussion with Ichie Nnamdi Nwabueze, I inquired from him based on 
our people's perception, the rationale behind one asseverating that a community is good. From 
his opinion, for a community a community to be good, they ought to retain and respect their 
culture (omenola) and be devoid of lawlessness, insecurity of life and properties, social 
disorder, immorality and what have you. Furthermore, he observes that a good community 
should be known for their tremendous effort to encourage their unique dialect, such that 
wherever one speaks it, whether at home or abroad, others around will easily identify him/her 
to be an indigene of Ihiala. On this note, he said that when he was in school, his mates use to 
make jest of him due to his dialect, often times they would say things like "o bu a jara agwaghi, 
I madinia n'aga m eme ihe di ntu ahu? Eeni obu I madia ihe m jeeme na nke m jaaja eme ?" In 


Page | 2 



concordance with his above position, when I was in junior seminary, once you introduce 


yourself as an indigene of Ihiala, the others will hail you: "k'anyi kpee ekpere maka nde ahu joro 
adi,” or "Ihe m choro udua I'abuo bu akara mmanu jara odi" etc. However, what make a 
community good based on the idea of dialect are their preservative efforts in handing down or 
taken over from one generation to another their native dialect, which marks their identity. 

Seen from these angles, I further inquired from Ichie Nnamdi whether Ihiala can be regarded 
as a good community. While expressing his idea on that, he said that it depends on one's 
subjective perception. On further inquiry about his opinion, he reluctantly failed to give a 
categorical answer. 


EVALUATION AND CONCLUSION 

Ethically, the idea of "The Good" is multidimensional. It seems impossible to judge any choice 
or an act with finality due to personal preferences. However, it is on this note of Ethical 
Subjectivism that I stand to accept the ideas of my interviewers because the interest here, lies 
with the valuer. On the other hand, "The Good" tends to offer a single universal ultimate truth 
which ought to be devoid of illusion. Seen from this angle of Ethical Absolutism, I opine that 
their (interviewers) respective ideas on "The Good" cannot be totally accepted as the core. 

Finally, in attempt to reconcile these ideas based on Objective Relativism, the two points 
above are necessary because while considering "The Good", it is the individual preferences that 
amalgamate to form a consensus of the ultimate idea. 
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NAMES 

PLACES 

Mazi Gilbert Azubuike 

Okohia, a village in Ihiala 

Ichie Nnamdi Nwabueze 

Ubahuekwem, a village in Ihiala 
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